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ABouT THE REPORT

On the eve of the .S, withdrawal from [rag, relations among
Turkey, Iraq, and the Kurdistan Regional Govemment have
been dramatically transformed for the better. While this
report examines the change in relations and what led to
the improvements, it also argues that grounds remain for
continued concem, a5 sustained attention i needed on the
eve of the LS. militanys departure to prevent events from
undermining the progress achieved to date. In this respect,
this report reflects on an earlier USIP report written by this
author titled Turkey and Irg: The Penils (and Prospects) of
Proscimity that called attention to the dangers of the then-
deteriorating relations between Turkey and Iraci Kurds to

UNITED STATES INSTITUTE OF PEACE  www.usip.org

IAL REPORT

1200 17th Street NW » Washington, DC 20036 * 202.457.1700 « fax 202.429.6063

Henri J. Barkey

Turkey’s New

Engagement in Iraq

Embracing Iraqi Kurdistan
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et today to discuss ongoing conflict between the Kurdistan Workers' Party
y) will be listening with hope. We welcome this meeting. The only solution to

>rm solution to this problem. To this end. we propose talks among Ankara.
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By Nechirvan Barzani

When President Bush and Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan mi
(PKK) and Turkey, we in the Kurdistan Regional Government of Iraq (KR(

The Washington Post
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Monday. November 3, 2007

this decades-old problem lies in diplomacy.

Let me be clear: The KRG is. and will remain. fullv prepared to find a long-t

Kurdistan's Hope for Talks
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